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  Annie was walking home from school one windy October evening, when she saw a big, black hat
laying in the woods nearby.
“I wonder whose hat this is.” She asked herself as she picked it up. It was quite heavy and furry. “I’ll
take it home and show it to my Mother…maybe she will know who it belongs to!” 
So Anne hurried home to let her Mother see her special find. “I have no idea who it belongs to!”

Her Mother said, “Take that dirty hat back to where you found it!”
Sadly,  Anne took the hat back to the woods…but she wanted to find its  owner very much. “I

wonder how it fits.” She giggled as she put the big hat on her head. The hat was heavy indeed, but
once she put it on, it became lighter! "I have to take this to school tomorrow to show the others! I'll
hide the hat back in the woods until in the morning, and then pick it up on my way to school." Annie
thought to herself.

The next morning, Annie took the hat to school, but it was too big for her backpack...so she wore it
instead. Her classmates laughed at her, "Why are you wearing that ugly hat?" They asked
"I found it in the woods and I want to return it to its owner." Annie said with pride, but was sad that

her classmates laughed at her. The other kids always laughed at Annie, because she didn't have nice
things as the others had. 
"Put it in the garbage!" One little boy said as he grabbed the hat from her and threw it into the trash

can.
"No!" Annie cried, "You can't do that! I'm going to find its owner!"
The kids laughed as she pulled the furry hat from the trash, "Sure, Annie..." However, before the

little boy could finish his sentence, the skies outside grew dark and the wind started to blow very
hard...as if a tornado was coming to their school!
"Okay, kids...go into the hallway, now!" The teacher warned the students as they hurried from the

classroom into the hallway, and sat along the trembling walls. Annie took the big, furry hat from the
garbage and carried it with her. 
The wind became stronger and the skies grew even darker as they heard an unusual laughing sound

coming from the storm. What could it be? Suddenly, the storm stopped, but the skies and inside the
school were still dark as night. Annie was scared as she held on to the hat while everyone listened to
the footsteps in the dark hallway...and a cackling voice say repeatedly, "You found my hat!"
A very tall, beautiful woman wearing a long, blue, shimmering dress came walking down the hall.

Annie  couldn't  believe  it...it  was  a  witch!  Even  the  teachers  were  too  scared  to  move  as  the
mysterious woman walked towards little Annie, "I've looked everywhere for it! You've found my
precious hat!"
Annie slowly stood up to speak to the woman, but she was very nervous, "I...I...found it in the

woods." She wanted to cry, "I was going to give it back to you!"
The witch smiled, "I know Annie...you're a sweet girl." The mean kids screamed as the woman

looked at them with very evil eyes, "I'm sorry that your classmates made fun of you because of my
hat."
"It's okay, I'm happy that you have it back, now!" Annie said, "But I enjoyed wearing it."
"This hat is very old." The Lady said, "It belonged to my Great-Grandmother."
"I understand why it means so much to you!" Annie said.
"Is there anything that I can do for you, Annie?" The Lady offered, please tell me!"
Annie looked down at her old shoes, "I'm okay...I just want everyone to be nicer to me. If I have

that, I have everything."
The woman gave her a hug as the other kids gasped in horror, "You already have everything,

Annie."
"Thank you..." The little girl smiled.  
"I have alot of work to do...Halloween's coming soon!" The Witch said as she walked away, "But



I'll see you again on October 31st...including you!" She laughed as she pointed her long, bony finger
at the little boy who threw her hat in the garbage. The little boy started crying loudly as the Witch
walked down the hall, laughing her cackled laugh. The wind started blowing very hard again, and
the building started to shake a little as Annie listened to the laughter of the Witch go further and
further away. 

After meeting the Witch, the other kids apologized to Annie, and soon everyone wanted to be
friends with her. It wasn't because she was friends with the witch...but because she did something
special for someone else. Annie was the richest girl in school after all.   

    


